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A SCRAP OF "TROOP" HISTORY. 

[We are indebted to the courtesy of Mrs. Eoberdeau Buchanan, Wash- 
ington, D.C., for the following memoranda of her grandfather, Thomas 
Peters, made in his copy of the " By-Laws of the First Troop Philadelphia 
City Cavalry," printed in 1815. Thomas Peters was a son of William 
Peters, of Belmont, and became a member of the Troop 17th No- 
vember, 1774, and an honorary member 16th June, 1789. He died at 
Baltimore 24th December, 1821. — Ed. Penna. Mag.] 

In the " By-Laws of the First Troop Philadelphia City 
Cavalry," p. 33, is the following printed note : 

" James Budden 1 was promoted from a private to this station, Decem- 
ber, 1776, [second lieutenant] in consequence of having distinguished 
himself in the battles of Trenton and Princeton, where a small detach- 
ment of the Troop vanquished and took prisoners a party of the enemy 
greatly superior in number." 

To this note Mr. Peters has added in his copy : 

" Those of the small detachment of the Troop, only six or seven in 
number, as far as my memory serves — 1818 — were James Caldwell, 2 
Jonathan Penrose, 3 and Thomas Peters ; the others I do not correctly 
remember. They took eleven light Dragoons, dismounted, with muskets 
in hand, within three-quarters of a mile of their main army, in sight at 
Princeton — our army at Trenton, the British on the way to attack them — 
which men we delivered to Gen. Washington with their arms at Trenton. 
They attacked us next day. 

[Signed] " Tho" Peters." 

On the fly-leaves in the back of the book he gives the 
following details : 

1 James Budden joined the Troop 17th November, 1774; second lieu- 
tenant from 1776-1781 ; honorary member 1781. Died 7th January, 1788. 

2 James Caldwell was elected a member of the Troop in October of 
1775. Died 6th September, 1783. 

3 Jonathan Penrose was elected a member of the Troop in October of 
1775, and was made an honorary member 10th September, 1787. 
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" This statement relates to the particulars of what is 
mentioned in my note on p. 33. The fact is thus, as far as 
I can correctly remember. A few days after Gen. "Wash- 
ington took all the Hessian prisoners at Trenton, and had 
them crossed over to Pennsylvania, he returned and retook 
possession of the place without opposition, but while there 
was uneasy as he could not obtain any positive information 
as to the position of the British army or what they were 
about. Seeing him in this situation, a few of the Troop, 
six or seven, requested permission to go and reconnoitre 
and find where they were. We found that they had left 
Brunswick and were at Princeton, on their way to Trenton. 
We advanced as near to them to gain information as was 
consistent with our weak force. Observing a foraging party 
within two or three hundred yards of us, returning with 
wagons and troops, we waited until they had passed. Some 
of the party entered a new stone house to plunder it. We 
immediately rushed on them, who, to the number of eleven 
came out of the house and formed in the yard with muskets 
in hand. "We compelled them to surrender and lay down 
their arms. A prisoner was mounted behind a trooper 
whose horse would carry double, and the rest were marched 
towards Trenton, pursued by a party of British horse, and 
reached our first outpost in safety. "We found they were a 
party of the Queen's Light Dragoons, late from Ireland, 
fine looking fellows, who were commanded by a Quarter 
Master and Sergeant, who made their escape and caused 
the pursuit. It gave Gen. "Washington considerable sat- 
isfaction to obtain the information he wished. Jonathan 
Penrose and Thomas Peters horses carried double and got 
in first; James Caldwell's horse passed us, having thrown 
his riders — the names of the others I cannot correctly 
remember. 

" I was one of three or four members of the Troop, who 
went to Gen. Washington and offered our services to him 
in any way we could be of use, at the time the British Navy 
landed their troops on Long Island, and remained with him 
until the whole Troop was ordered to join him at the second 
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attack of Trenton, where I rejoined them. On recrossing 
the Delaware, I lept my horse too soon out of the boat and 
got very wet, and in this condition was compelled to remain 
until after the battle, from which I was disabled by inflam- 
matory rheumatism. I managed to reach Yorktown where 
Congress was sitting, and when able was appointed Com- 
missary General of Prisoners for that district. A few days 
prior to the battle of Germantown I joined the army and 
got into Philadelphia, where I remained. Thus ended my 
military career for a time. Seeing that the independence 
of America was almost a certainty, and that I had from doing 
my duty in the defence of my country, while many brewers 
staid at home attending to their own interests and had made 
fortunes, lost the opportunity, I looked around to see how 
I could retrieve my lost time as to pecuniary matters. I 
then formed the plan, which I established in Baltimore, of 
a Brewery on the most extensive scale of any in America, 
for the purpose of brewing to serve the American and 
French troops, for which we had contracted to do, count- 
ing that the contest would be determined to the southward 
and that we could supply them by water. But all things 
prove the uncertainty of all sublunary things — before I 
could get to work, happily for my country, peace and inde- 
pendence took place — to the failure of my plans, as the 
brewery was by far upon too large a scale for the use of 
Baltimore. 
"Near Baltimore, 1818. 

"Thos Peters." 



